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Educational Tour 2022-2023

Place of Educational Tour: - Coochbehar Palace
Date of Tour: - 15.02.2023
Semester: - VI Semester ( Education Honours)

Introduction:-

Coochbehar Palace, situated in the historical town of Coochbehar in West Bengal, India, is a
magnificent edifice that offers a window into the grandeur of Indian princely states during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Constructed in 1887 by Maharaja Nripendra Narayan, this palace stands
as a testament to the rich cultural and architectural heritage of the region. Modeled on the
Buckingham Palace in London, it combines elements of European architectural styles with local Indian
influences, creating a unique and impressive structure.

The Coochbehar Palace is not merely an architectural marvel; it is a symbol of the princely
state's historical significance and its role in the broader context of Indian history. The educational tour
of Coochbehar Palace is designed to provide students with an immersive experience into this historical
and architectural landmark. By exploring the palace’s history, architecture, and cultural significance,
students will gain a deeper appreciation of India's rich heritage.

This tour will offer students an opportunity to step back in time and understand the lifestyle,
traditions, and contributions of the Maharajas of Cooch Behar. It will also enhance their learning
experience by connecting classroom teachings with real-world observations, fostering a more
engaging and holistic understanding of history and architecture.

Objectives: -
1. Historical Understanding:

Contextual Knowledge: The primary objective of the tour is to deepen students' understanding
of the historical context of Coochbehar and the role of the Coochbehar Palace in the princely state.
This includes learning about the political, social, and economic conditions of the region during the era
of the Maharajas.

Significance of the Palace: Students will explore the significance of the palace in the history of
Coochbehar and its influence on the region’s development. This includes studying the role of the
Maharajas in shaping the local economy, culture, and governance.

2. Architectural Appreciation:

Design Features: The tour aims to provide students with an understanding of the architectural
features of Coochbehar Palace. This includes its European-style design elements, such as the grand
facade, expansive lawns, and ornate interiors, as well as the adaptation of these features to local
Indian architectural practices.
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Construction Techniques: Students will learn about the construction techniques and materials

used in building the palace. This involves exploring the blend of British colonial architectural styles
with traditional Indian elements, offering insights into the architectural evolution of the period.

3. Cultural Insight:

Royal Traditions: The tour will delve into the cultural and royal traditions of the Maharajas of
Cooch Behar. This includes understanding their lifestyle, customs, and contributions to the cultural
heritage of the region.

Impact on Society: Students will explore how the Maharajas influenced local society and
culture, including their patronage of arts, education, and public welfare.

4. Educational Enrichment:

Real-World Learning: By connecting theoretical knowledge with practical experiences, the tour
aims to enrich students’ learning. This includes applying concepts learned in history and architecture
classes to the real-world context of the Coochbehar Palace.

Interactive Engagement: The tour will offer interactive experiences, such as guided tours,
discussions with historians, and hands-on activities, to make learning more engaging and memorable.

Number of Student Participation: -
17Students and 3Teachers, Department of Education of Lilabati Mahavidhyalaya

Outcome of the Educational Tour:-
1. Enhanced Historical Knowledge:

- Understanding Historical Context: Students will gain a comprehensive understanding of the
historical significance of the Coochbehar Palace and its role in the princely state of Cooch Behar. They
will learn about the key historical events and figures associated with the palace and the broader
regional history.

- Broader Historical Perspective: The tour will provide students with a broader perspective on the
impact of princely states on India's history, governance, and cultural development.

2. Architectural Insight:

- Appreciation of Design Elements: Participants will develop an appreciation for the architectural
style of the Coochbehar Palace. They will learn to identify and analyze the European and Indian design
elements that characterize the palace's structure.

- Knowledge of Construction Techniques: Students will gain insights into the construction techniques
used in the palace, including the materials, design processes, and the blend of architectural styles.

3. Cultural Awareness:
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- Understanding Royal Traditions: Students will gain a deeper understanding of the cultural and royal
traditions of the Maharajas of Cooch Behar. They will learn about the lifestyle, customs, and societal
contributions of the royalty.

- Cultural Impact: The tour will help students appreciate the impact of the Maharajas on the cultural
heritage of the region, including their contributions to arts, education, and social welfare.

4. Enriched Learning Experience:

- Applied Knowledge: By linking classroom theories with real-world observations, students will
experience a richer form of learning. The tour will reinforce academic concepts in history and
architecture, making them more relevant and engaging.

- Increased Curiosity and Engagement: The interactive nature of the tour will foster increased
curiosity and engagement among students. They will have the opportunity to ask questions,
participate in discussions, and explore historical artifacts and architectural features firsthand.

Conclusion:-

The educational tour of Coochbehar Palace is designed to provide students with a multifaceted
learning experience that combines historical exploration, architectural appreciation, and cultural
insight. By visiting this historic landmark, students will gain a deeper understanding of the rich
heritage of the Coochbehar princely state and the architectural brilliance of the palace.

The tour will bridge the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical experience, offering
students an opportunity to apply what they have learned in the classroom to a real-world context.
Through interactive activities, guided tours, and discussions with historians, students will gain
valuable insights into the history, architecture, and cultural significance of the Coochbehar Palace.

Overall, the educational tour aims to inspire students to appreciate and respect India's diverse cultural
heritage and historical landmarks. It will contribute to their academic growth, personal development,
and a broader understanding of the world. By immersing themselves in the history and architecture
of Coochbehar Palace, students will return with enriched perspectives and a greater appreciation for
the rich tapestry of Indian history and culture.

Photo Gallery




